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Summary of Findings

DNA yield was highest from snap-frozen specimens. 53-80% as much DNA was.
obtained from specimens fixed in ethanol and not embedded, but when
specimens were embedded after ethanol fixation only 1.4% as much DNA was.
recovered compared to snap-frozen specimens. DNA quality and quantity
decreased (23.6%-2.5% as much as frozen) with increasing time in MAA. A
further decrease in DNA yield compared to frozen specimens occurred whe
specimens were embedded in paraffin after MAA fixation. Immersion in MicHa
transport media resuited in only 16-20% as much DNA recovered compare
snap-frozen specimens. When specimens were immersed in PBS for 1 week,
6.1% as much DNA was obtained compared to that obtained from snap-frozs
specimens. Fixation in formalin led to only 0.06%-1.4% as much DNA re
as was obtained from snap-frozen specimens, but paraffin embe
increased the yield to 1.8%. No detectable DNA was obtained fronf specimens

fixed in glutaraldehyde or BS.
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