Justification for new feature request
BRD-XXX The Ability to add multiple preservation types to a single study.

Rationale

Studies that merit curation often include direct comparisons between preservation type. This type of comparison precludes the original concept applied to the BRD of a single preservation type for each study.  In recognition of this limitation the current approach applied by the BRD Curation Team has been to assign a single Preservative Type, and list all applicable preservatives in the free text fields and within the Experimental factor (EF) “Type of fixation/preservation” under the EF classification “Biospecimen preservation”.   This approach, however, does not permit users to search based on all preservatives investigated. The addition of new functionality that would allow curators to select more than one preservative would increase search accuracy.
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In the above study two different preservatives (RNAlater and Snap freezing) are being directly compared to fresh unfixed controls.  However, since only one preservative can be assigned to a single study (in this case “RNAlater” was chosen), a user search for the preservative “None” or “Frozen” would not return this relevant study.

