The Osteoarthritis Initiative (OAI) is a multi-center, nine-year observational study of men and women, sponsored by the National Institutes of Health (NIH; part of the Department of Health & Human Services).  The goals of the OAI are to help us better understand how to prevent and treat knee osteoarthritis, one of the most common causes of disability in adults.  

LEGAL FRAMEWORK AND ETHICAL USE OF THIS RESOURCE
This website contains the permanent image archive of the radiographs (X-Rays) and magnetic resonance images (MRIs) acquired during the OAI study.  The National Cancer Institute (NCI) offers this image repository to encourage cross-disciplinary science.  Some of this data may already be published or in public domain. 

You may browse, download, and use the data for human subject research, for scientific and educational purposes.  The NCI does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility for accuracy, completeness or usefulness of information in this archive.  

The NIH is committed to complying with local, state, and federal laws and regulations (including the Privacy Rule under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act [HIPAA] of 1996) relating to privacy, security and confidentiality of the Data Set.  This image repository excludes identifiers as required by the HIPAA Privacy Regulations [45CFR164.514(e)(4)] and does not contain any of the following elements:

Names;  Street or postal address, other than town or city, state, or zip code;  Telephone numbers;  Fax numbers;  Electronic mail addresses;  Social Security numbers;  Medical record numbers;  Health plan beneficiary numbers;  Account numbers;  Certificate/license numbers;  Vehicle identifiers and serial numbers, including license plate numbers;  Device identifiers and serial numbers;  Web Universal Resource Locators (URLs);  Internet Protocol (IP) address numbers;  Biometric identifiers, including  finger and voice prints;  Full face photographic images and any other comparable images.
Ethical principles command all users to make no attempt to identify individuals from whatever data elements and metadata remain.  

DATA USE AGREEMENT
This Data Use Agreement (“Agreement”) permits access to the image archive is between the NIH and the Data Recipient and is effective as of ________ and shall continue for as long as the Recipient and their Agents retain the Data Set, unless terminated sooner.
Upon determination of a material breach of this Agreement by the Recipient (and/or the Recipient’s Agents), the NIH shall either provide an opportunity for the Recipient to cure the breach or end the violation OR terminate this Agreement if the Recipient does not satisfactorily cure the breach or end the violation within the timeframe set forth and to the satisfaction of the NIH.  The NIH may immediately terminate this Agreement if cure is not possible by blocking the Recipient’s access to the OAI Image Archive as well as access to any additional datasets, images and other study materials.

The Recipients and the Agents (subcontractors, students, fellows, analysts and others working directly with the Recipient) to whom the Recipient provides the Data Set, agree to:

a) Use or disclose the Data Set only as permitted by this Agreement.

b) Use appropriate safeguards to prevent the use or disclosure of the Data Set other than as permitted by this Agreement.

c) Have Individuals not working directly with the Recipient complete their own Data Use Agreement.
d) Not attempt to use the information in the Data Set to identify or contact the persons from whom the data originated, their relatives, employers, or household members.

e) Accept all responsibility for data analysis, results from analyses, and any consequences resulting from the analysis.

f) If required, obtain approval from the Recipient’s local IRB before the initiation of any analyses.
g) Become part of the database documenting OAI public data set access Recipients.

h) Cite and acknowledge the OAI and its funding sources in all abstracts, presentations and publications, using language detailed below (Citation and Acknowledgement of the OAI).
By clicking the “I Agree” button, the Recipient is certifying that he/she as well as any Agents to whom the Recipient provides the Data Set, agrees to use or disclose the information only as permitted in this Agreement.
Citation and Acknowledgement of the OAI

As part of the Data Use Agreement, Recipients and their Agents agree that in publications, presentations and /or meeting abstracts using data from OAI public use data sets they will acknowledge the OAI as the source of the data, including the version number of the data set(s) used.

1. The official name of the study for publications is “the Osteoarthritis Initiative (OAI)”

2. Meeting abstracts:

Title: “…data from the Osteoarthritis Initiative”

Methods section: “Data for these analyses are from the OAI public use data set(s)”

3. Papers and journal articles:

Title: “…data from the Osteoarthritis Initiative”

Methods section: “Data used in the preparation of this article were obtained from the public access Osteoarthritis Initiative (OAI) database. Specific datasets used are [version numbers].”

Acknowledgement: “The OAI is a public-private partnership comprised of five contracts (N01-AR-2-2258; N01-AR-2-2259; N01-AR-2-2260; N01-AR-2-2261; N01-AR-2-2262) funded by the National Institutes of Health, a branch of the Department of Health and Human Services, and conducted by the OAI Study Investigators. Private funding partners include Merck Research Laboratories; Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation, GlaxoSmithKline; and Pfizer, Inc. Private sector funding for the OAI is managed by the Foundation for the National Institutes of Health. This manuscript was prepared using an OAI public use data set and does not necessarily reflect the opinions or views of the OAI investigators, the NIH, or the private funding partners.”

4. Presentations:

Title: “…data from the Osteoarthritis Initiative”

Methods section: “Data for these analyses are from (an) OAI public use data set(s)”
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